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The A/OFRC is a not-for-profit organization that serves as an independent

source of information for communities within the Anishinabek Nation. The

Centre provides information and recommendations for sustainable fisheries

management, reports of stock status, evaluates stresses on fish populations and

habitats, and offers technical support.

Introduction

The Anishinabek/Ontario Fisheries Resource

Centre (A/OFRC), in partnership with

Alderville First Nation, completed an OSAP

(Ontario Stream Assessment Protocol) on

Sandercock Creek. This study took place in

August 2026. 

The objective of  this study was to provide

baseline information on the status of  the creek

including habitat conditions, flow, and

biodiversity. This will provide valuable insight

to guide restoration efforts and track changes

over time. 

Bridget Juselius, A/OFRC

Fisheries Intern, standing next

to one of  the stinging nettles

that line the banks of  the

stream.
One of  the Misc. Diptera (fly)

larvae collected during benthic 

invertebrate sampling.



Bridget setting up a surveyor's

tape measure to take

measurements of  the creek.
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Methods

The OSAP is a structured system of  standardized field methods, organized by sections and modules, used to

evaluate and monitor the physical, chemical, and biological conditions of  wadeable streams. The components of  the

protocol that were utilized to conduct the survey included site identification, site feature documentation, restoration

tracking, tracked species logging, macroinvertebrate sampling, electrofishing fish sampling, channel morphology,

bankfull profile, stream discharge, and maximum summer temperature.

Results

Two sample sites were selected based on crossover

locations on the creek. The length of  site one was

40.7m and site two was 43.3m. The total sampling

effort was 43.5 hours from a crew of  two. The

maximum surface water temperatures observed

during the survey was 10°C.  One fish species was

observed during electrofishing efforts. A total of  17

aquatic macroinvertebrate species were identified

during the survey including Plecoptera (Stoneflies),

Ephemeroptera (Mayflies), and Trichoptera

(Caddisflies). Watercress, an aquatic plant which is

closely associated with natural springs, was found

within one of  the sample sites. The creek bed is

predominantly made up of  small substrates such as

silt and sand. 

Sandercock Creek set up for

measurements during channel

morphology evaluation.

Parker Lake, A/OFRC Fisheries

Intern, wading through the

creek to set up assessment tools.

For more information, contact:

Corey Mandula, Project Lead

coreymandula@aofrc.org

Conclusion

At both survey sites, key indicator species were

detected, providing valuable baseline data for

assessing the current health of  the creek. Continued

monitoring of  the sites will allow changes over time

to be tracked. Recommendations on moving

forward with restoration efforts will be outlined in

the final report. 
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